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JINGLE ON YOUR JOURNEY

Tips for carrying cash during your winter vacation
The holidays bring family and friends together in celebration.
That often means making at least one trip out of town —
whether it’s to see your grown kids in Chicago, visit grandma
up north or treat the whole family to a week at Disneyland
together. So, how do you keep your money secure while
traveling for the holidays? Here are three quick tips to help
you spend safely on your winter getaway.
1.

2.

Safe(ty) first: If you’re staying with friends or relatives, your
belongings are probably well-protected. If you prefer the
comfort and privacy of a hotel, consider stashing your jewelry
and cash in the hotel safe or booking a stay that includes an
in-room safe equipped with a personal passcode.
Leave your cash and your worries at home: If there’s not a
Desert Financial branch located where you’re headed, don’t
worry! Our network of 30,000+ CO-OP ATMs makes it easy to
travel in every U.S. state and in 10 countries.

Pro tip: Use a rewards credit card like our Visa® Real Rewards
Card on your trip and accumulate points you can redeem for gift
cards or travel points later.
3.

Divide and conquer: Leave most of your money in a safe and
only carry the cash you’ll need for that day. Better yet, use
PayPal, Google Pay or Apple Pay to make purchases if you feel
comfortable using this technology.

According to AAA, more than 100 million Americans traveled
during the holiday season last year! Luckily, there are plenty
of ways to keep your money safe, even in the biggest crowds.
Armed with our travel security tips, you can relax and enjoy
spending time with the people you love.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Get involved in our kindness revolution by voting
on our next random act!
We set a goal of giving away $7 million in 2018. So far,
it has been an exciting Year of Giving, with amazing
sweepstakes, wonderful community engagement,
and a lot of smiling faces. Our Year of Giving campaign
inspired us to start performing Random Acts of
Kindness. Our team members have gotten involved by
nominating people who could use some kindness to
brighten their lives, and now our social media followers
are helping us spread compassion.
For the rest of 2018, we will be posting monthly polls
on our Facebook account asking our followers to vote
on our next kind act. You can help us plan for next
month’s random act by voting when the poll goes live at
Facebook.com/DesertFinancial!
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Put your payments on ice for a year.*
With the holidays fast approaching, homeowners are busy decking their halls,
shopping for gifts and spending their hard-earned dollars on holiday feasts.
Enter our Pay 4 My Mortgage Sweepstakes, and you could find yourself up to
$25,000 richer at a time of year when every penny counts. Plus, we’re also giving
away two additional prizes that’ll make any hockey fan feel like part of the pack
(hint: this would make a great holiday gift for a family member if you win)!
Visit DesertFinancial.com/PayMyMortgage today to get started.
*See official sweepstakes rules for details.

A GIFT YOU CAN GIVE YOURSELF
Take some of the holiday pressure off with an auto refi.

If you’re looking for a quick way to
save money and make extra holiday
cash, now could be a great time to
upgrade your old auto loan. With
an Auto Three-fi™ from Desert
Financial, you’ll get cash back, and
you can take a break from payments.
With the money you’ll save, you
could finish your holiday shopping or
book your seasonal travel plans!
DesertFinancial.com/AutoRefi

1
The cash back is paid based on 1% of the total loan amount ($10,000 minimum), not including any additional loan dollars toward ancillary products (Guaranteed Asset Protection [GAP], Mechanical Breakdown Protection [MBP]). The cash back will be deposited into your Desert Financial savings account
within one business day of the loan funding. Maximum cash back amount is $500. Cash back amounts are subject to all applicable taxes and are the responsibility of the member. Offer available for the refinancing of non-Desert Financial auto loans only and is valid for a limited time only. 2Annual
Percentage Rate (APR) shown effective October 1, 2018 and may change without notice. “As low as” rate assumes excellent borrower credit history and includes a .25% discount, which requires a Relationship Rewards level of Achieve at the time of application. Additional discounts may apply. Actual rates
and APRs dependent upon credit history, type of product, loan term and loan to value (LTV). All loans are subject to credit approval. 3First payment may be deferred for up to 90 days from loan date. Your loan will accrue interest during that time. Some restrictions apply. See a representative for details.

FOUR FINANCIAL TIPS FOR THE HOLIDAYS
These ideas will help you get
through the winter season without
freezing your bank account.
Phoenix doesn’t have icy winter
temperatures or sparkling snowfall,
but locals still love the holiday season
— especially shopping for gifts and
supplies. If you’re ready to break out
your wallet for the winter, here are four
helpful tips for getting the most out of
your holiday spending:

1.

Plan ahead
You can open a holiday savings account in order to put a little money
away throughout the year. This can help the big purchases feel more
affordable. View DesertFinancial.com/HolidaySavings.
2. Create a budget
Setting a limit on the amount you will spend overall, or on each person,
can help keep your spending down.
3. Get creative
Sometimes the best gifts are not bought in stores. Consider surprising
someone special with a heartfelt card or a DIY project.
4. Earn cash rewards
Many companies offer our members exclusive benefits for using
their services. You can activate a new line with Sprint and get a $100
Cash Reward* to have a little extra spending money for gifts. See
DesertFinancial.com/MembershipBenefits.
*Sprint Nextel is a non-affiliated third-party partner of Desert Financial Federal Credit Union. Desert Financial makes no warranties or representations about the goods or services offered.

